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cef L. Altholz (History), University of Minnesota

ter L. Arnstein (History), University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
orence S. Boos (English), University of Iowa

D. Burchfield (History of Science), Northern Illinois University

Ww. |HGY01< (History), Northwestexrn University

A va “¥feyer (Art), Northern Illinois University

mes G. Nelson (English), University of Wisconsin-Madison

n R. Reed (English), Wayne State University

4x Sutton (English), University of Kansas

olas Temperley (Musicology), University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

pLawrence Poston (English), University of Illinois at Chicago Circle

like to thank all of you who have consented to serve on MVSA's interim steering
ee., Arrangements to secure a fourth historian are still in progress. I also re-
report that Martha Vicinus is unable to serve because of an impending visiting

t the University of California, Berkeley. The following matters of business

h any others you may think of) are now before us,

pot sure that a meeting this spring is absolutely necessary, but in case it should
be so, I'd like you to fill out the enclosed form and return it to me as soon as

: Realistically speaking, I think we'd have to convene on a Saturday. Since MVSA
ess, I hope that members of the committee can secure travel money from their
o institutions.

d to draw up a constitution, and I'd like the benefit of your thoughts, if any, on
guarantee interdisciplinary representation in the offices and on any executive

© (b) how nominating procedures should be handled, (3) how long terms of office
nd whether or not we should provide for an automatic succession from vice -pre-
presidency. Professor Altholz, who wishes to review any draft, has urged me
storians (as opposed to us "literary blokes") to draw up a scheme; consider this
- to volunteer, and if no one is forthcoming, I'll swallow bravely and take the
1f, Results will go first to him, then to the committee as a whole,

no way around it, however: we ourselves must be responsible for a nominating
e first time around, so that we can present candidates at the time of the Novem -
e -- with, of course, the possibility of further nominations from the floor.
with your approval, to set up a nominating committee composed partly of rep-
f the steering committee and paxrtly of others for whom there was good support
balloting. I suggest this procedure simply in the interest of maximizing

by interested members.

‘have dues? It has been urged that we forego them altogethexr. These are
meg, and some organizations require only a host department willing to pay




im steering committee [/ 2

of stationery and postage (and, one presumes, an occasionat long—distance call).
feel that if we bave a newsletter (which might require more than “courtesy"
ox if we might sometimes want to pay a small honorarium to, or help defray the
£ g visiting speaker, we may need some cash reserve for these and any unanti-
penses. Presumably, of course, we may from time to time turn a small profit
" glstratmn fees at meetings. Please consider the question and, if you feel we
es, suggest a maximum figure.

place, and focus of the spring, 1978 meeting all remain open. On the basis
e-year poll, I recommend St. Louis as the location, and will assume your

g I hear to the contrary. (St. Louis ran second to Chicago, where, of course,
ur briefer organizational meeting this November). Professor Richard W.

+ Washington University) has kindly offered to locate persons who might be
orsee local arrangements, whether in downtown St. Louis or at cne of the three

ai: by moving to a spring date we will avoid the competition with MMLA and
onference ot British Studies which haunts us this fall, b ut what we do not
scussions this far have been confined to people in English and hlStOI’Y -
ing presents any potential conflicts with other disciplinary societies which
ificantly competitive. If you know of any such instances, please advise.

: Reed: "I feel that there should be an organizing theme for the conference.
pbut I think it should be, in some way, coherent. Random papers invite

Altholz: "I hope that you do not confine yourself to one theme; if you do,
no special interest in that theme will not attend. There should be as many
are sessions. Perhaps the themes need not be set in advance. Instead,

Temperley (regarding the list of topics sent around a couple of months ago):
ould also...[make] sure that the first conference topic is not a purely
ould rule out all the ones in the first paragraph of your list, and also (even
e literary figures' in the penultimate paragraph,™

let me add a question of my own, prompted by Professor Altholz's re-

- So far we have roughly 110 persons who have indicated an active interest
that the list will lengthen in the next few months, will we be large enough
nference on a single theme both broad enough to be roomy, and narrow
nt? Your reactions on the program issue, mdre than any other, will
whether we must meet this spring.

og there. Obviously, therefore, dates will depend in part on local convenience.

for papers generally, and see if they tend to cluster around certain topics.”
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MAD'ISON 53706

DEPARTMENT oF gNGLISH

mELEN C WS HaLL 12 March 1977
6500 NORTH PARK STREET

Professor 1,awrence Poston

Depl- of English

University of 11lineis at Chicag0 circle

BoX 4308
Chicagls 111linois 60680

peal professot pogtons

Thank You for your lettel asking me fo serve on the
jpterim steering committee for the Midwest yictorian
grudies Assoclation and detaliling plans for future
meetings py which the Agsociation can become 2 realliy.
Of courses 1 shall be very happ¥y to serve on the inter=
im committee and ook forward tO meeting and working
with you and others 500T1s

gjincerelys

s D

James G Nelson




University of Eiiéméa at Urbana-Champaign

309 Gregory Hall
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Urbana, llinois 61801
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY {217) 333-4193

3/10/77

Prof . Lawrence Poston
Department of English
Box 1318

Chicago, fll. 60680

bear Larrys

Thank you for your Jetter of March lLith.
T ghall be pleaged to sepve on the interim
steoring committee for the Midwesdt Victorian
Studies Agsociatlon, 1 slmost made it to
the related meeting 1in laté Februaly, and 1
ought to be able to atbend the next meetlng
you callew-unless 1t gshould happen €O conflict
with some unbreakable prior commitmente

1 admire your gasiduity in getting thisg
pall rolling, and it would seem Lo mo very
appropriate indeed thabt you ghould serve
g8 steering committese chaiymen--at the very
least until a regular constitution is drawn
up and agreed upoh.

RS

sincerely yours,
/-
Walter L. Arnsteln




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

BOX 4348, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60680

TELEPHONE: 896-3260

March 4, 1977

Professor Jerry D. Meyer
Department of Art

Northern Tllinois University
DeXalb, Illinois 60115

Dear Professor Meyer:

T am very pleased that you are able to serve on the interim
steering committee of the Midwest Victorian Studies Associstion.
Since last writing, T have discovered that probably two meetings
will be reguired, one this spring and the other, in all pro-
bability, on the eve of our Chicago conference--after dinner the
night of Thursday, November 17. I hope this will not cause a
problem, and in case a member were not able to attend one or the
other meeting, I would of course consult with him or her by
telephone,

Yours sincerely,

rk



Northern llinois University B3
DeKalb, Hinois 60115

Department of Art
815 753 1473

February 15, 1977

" Lawrence Poston
Department of English
University of I1linois at Chicago Circle
Chicago, Illinois 60680

Dear Professor Poston:
I just received your letter of February 11 and will be

happy to serve on the interim steering committee. I
regret that there were not more art historians available

to choose from; hopefully, that situatiom will change for
the better at a later time. I will look forward to hearing
from\you in the spring.

Sincerely

f
Jé}ry . Mever

Northern lllinais University is an Equat Opportunity/Affirmative Acticn £Employer




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

BOX 4348, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60680

TELEPHONE: 996-2260

March b4, 1977

Professor Nicholas Temperley

College of Fine and Applied Aris

School of Masgic

University of Tllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Dear Professor Temperley:

T am very pleased that you are able to serve on the interim
steering committee of the Midwest Victorian Studies Association.
Since last writing, I have discovered that probably two meetings
will be reguired, one this spring and the other, in all pro-
bability, on the eve of our Chicago conference-~after dinner the
night of Thursday, November 17. I hope this will not cause a
problem, and in case a member were not able fo attend ohe or the
other meeting, T would of course consult with him or her by
telephone,

Yours sincerely,

rk




College of Fine and Applied Arts Urbana, llinois 61801
{217) 333-2620

SCHOOL OF MUSIC 18 February 1977

Dear Professor Poston:

Thank you for your letter of February 1l. I appreciate your full explanation

of the eourse of events.

T shall be happy to serve on the steering committee for the Midwest Victorian
Studies Association. But I must tell you that I shall be out of the country
from June 10 to August 22, If the one meeting of the committee is to be held
between those dates, you may feel that it would be more sensible to appoint

somebody else in my place; I am willing to leave this decision in your hamds,.

Sincerely,

/ﬁ\f ﬁbhnZ?bvtﬂd?
Nicholas Temperle




Klara Court

133, Haverstock Hill
London W.W.3

12 Maxch 1977

Professor Lawrence Poston

Department of English

University of Iillinois at Chicage Circle
Box 4348

Chicago, Lllinois 60680

Pear Professor Pastons

T am somevhat dismayed but nonetheless pleased that I have been selected for
the interim steering commiitse of the Midwest Victorian Studies Associatlion in
absentia. On the understanding that T must perform my duties hy correspondence
mtil next fail, I accept. I will be able to atiend the fall meeting, since I do
intend to abtend the RSVE conference, which is fortunaiely scheduled late, This
letter may also serve in lieu of atiendance at stesring commitiee meetings, as T
can give you my advice on the points you mention,

1) I would hope that we can avold having dues. The Midwest Conference on
Brivish Studies should be your example here. The Secretary (whose functions corres-
pond to yours) ig repeatedly re-elected from an ingtitution (or rather department )}
which is willing to pay the expense of stationery and postage, which is really the
only ongoing expense, If such an institution and person can be found, there ig no
need for dues. With the current inflation, ascholars are cutting back, not incressing,
+the nunber of duee-paying organizations %o which they subscribe, ?) The steering
committee, guided by the rvesults of your poll, should serve as a nominating com-
mittee for permanent officers, and may wis h to ensure that there are sufficient
‘nominees to £111 out a board of directors (or whatever we call the permanent steei-
L ing committee); but the latter may otherwise be left to a free vole of those who

- ghow up in Novemberxr, 2}, I am gomewhat of a constitutional expert, and T woubd like
to see the draft constitution if there iz time to send i1t to me. Have it dralted

by the nistorians rather than the literary blokes. 4)If you can arrange to fit in a
steering committee meeting on the 18th or 19th of November, it would be better than
aaking us to come early on the 17th. Check with RSVEY to get the schedule of theizx
seosions vo see if this is possible., YTou wil? need to do this anyhow to scheduls
the full meeting of the Midwest Association. 5)As for $he program of the spring
heeting: I would hope that you do not confine yourself to one themej if you do,
{1080 who have no gpecial interest in that theme will not atteud. There should be
a8 many themes as there are sessions f@xmrxFy. Perhaps the themes need not be set
in advance. instead, you might solicit for papers generally, and see if they tend
to cluster arvound certzin topics,.

From April 15 to June 30, my address will be c/o Randolph Hotel, Oxfond. Aftenr
hat, write to me at Minnescta.




WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48202

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

March 15, 1977

Dear Larry,

Yes, I shall be happy to sebve on the steering committee for the
Midwest Victorian Studies Association. I can't say yet if I will be
able to attend the meetings in Chieago, but I hope so. For example,
the MMLA will be meeting in Cuhicago this fall as you well know. It
may not be possible to prolong my stay in your fair city if the two
conventions come close together, I don't know the date for MMLA.
Is it the same as last year? . In any case, I must attend the MMLA,
because I am in charge of a forum on the Nineteenth Century. The
topic for that forum, by the way, is "Literature and the Pictorial
Arts." So far, 1 have George Landow signed up to help with that
and have written to Stanley Weintraub and Marcia Allentuck.

Others with whom T communicated are unable to participate (Bob
Patten, Mike Steig, Karl Kroeber, J&ffrey Meyers). Do you know
of anycne active in the area of literature and art who might be
interested in participating? I would like to have at least three
panelists, and T have about four more names to try, but after that
I shall begin to become desperate,

Attending a meeting this spring might be easy enough for me
so long as it does not conflict with other duties here--such as
tenching and some public lecturing that T have agresd to, Three
saturdays are already taken up with these public lectures.

You should know what one of my inclinations is on one of the
subjects you mentioned that the steering commitiee would take urn.

I feel that there should be an organizing theme for the conference.,
It can be broad, but T think it should be, in some way, coherent.
Random papers invite random attention and attendance. HNow, as to
what the theme should be, T can't really say. The Northeast group
is doing Crime this spring! Had they not taken that theme, I would
have recommended it for us.

Well, T look forward to receiving more information from you.

I marvel that you have the time to take on the management of a
concern like this. But T'm glad that you have decided to do so0.

Best,




17 March 1977

Professor Max Keith Sutton
Department of English

The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 60045

Dear Professor 8 utton;

Thank you for your willingness to serve on the MVSA interim steering committee, As
I read your schedule, it would conceivably affect your willingness actually to run for
office in the newly-~constituted organization, but would not affect your duties (such as
they are) on the steering committee, since I expect that group preity much to have
concluded its business by the end of this calendar year -- once we've approved a cons~
titution and sent out a mail ballot to elect officers.

So I'll count you in, and get back in touch when I know our agenda and probable schedule
in more detail,

Cordially,

Lawrence Poston




| THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS/LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66045

Department of English
913-864-4520

14 March 1977

Professor Lawrence Poston

University of Ellinecis, Chicago Circle
Department of English

Box 4348, Chicago, Tllinois

Dear Professor Poston:
Thank you Tor your patient letter explaining the duties of the steering

committee for the Ms;dwest Victorians.. And for 211 your efforts in getting
the Association started.

I feel honored to be considered as a member of the interim steering,@ggmittee (= 4

\ Sy

and would happily accept, 17 plans to be on a half year's sabbaticalﬂﬁﬁ'Jqqﬁ to“*““”
mid-August 1978 do not disqualify me. I would,of course, have to miss the spring
conference, but I would try to attend the meeting on Nov. 17. (That may be difficult,
however) . At any rate , Barkis is willing, but ideally the interfm membdr

should be on the scene for the first conference of Midwestern Victorians,

Please decide as you think best, and best wishes in all you are doing
to get the thing off the ground.

Sincerely yours,

e

Max Keith Sutton




‘ COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
ot DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
N ' BOX 4348, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60680

TELEPHONE: 996-3260

/ UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE

15 Maxch 1977

To: Ric:’hard Davis, Bill Heyck, Richard Price
From: Larry Poston

It is quite conceivable that we may have to go beyond our list of first choices in Victorian
history to make up the steering committee. For the record and your advice, here are the
names of other historians who have responded. If you have any strong recommendations
as to who would be a good person to ask, would you let me know?

James J. Barnes, Wabash College

Cynthia F, Behrman, Wittenberg University

Robert A, Buzolich, Miami University

James E. Cronin, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
David M. Fahey, Miami University

Robert S. Fraser, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

J. N. Hays, Loyola University

Richard M. Kesner (graduate student), Stanford University
Gerald Newman, Kent State University :
Lowell J. Satre, Youngstown State University

Paul Scherer, Thdiana University at South Bend - e
Stephanie Solar, Florissant Valley Community College
Audrey Short, University of Cincinnati

R. Viadimizr Steffel, Ohio State University, Marion Campus
Alice G. Vines, University of Dayton

The question is suggested by the fact that Altholz is out of the country, Aydeloite {to whom
I have not thus far written ) out of the region, and Larkin seldom or never answers his mail.
1 can, of course, call him, and may do so if 1 don't hear in the next week,

%uﬁ’a« Te_ ¢ . Pﬁo,.z/g \afee L\/Z?‘m«»\
\
0R Daa el le Vitalow e , Loteo. Qﬁ‘{q_ﬁ‘ Qgillaw%e_
~ e U ctal, b S‘f*@ﬁ







UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

BOX 4348, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60580

TELEPHONE: 996-3260

February 11, 1977

Nicholas Temperley

School of Music ) .
University of I1linois at Urbana-Champaign

Dear Professor Temnperley:

The purpose of this letter is to ask you if you Would.consent‘to serve on
‘the interim steering committee for the Midwest Victorian Studies Association,
Ag you know, ballots, consisting of the names of all those who nave
regponded favorably to the idea of such an associatio;, went ogt at th§
beginning of January. Run-ocffs in the fields of English and h1st?ry will

be necessary, and ab the time I send out a short ballot I.woyld.llke to

be able to anpounce the names of those persons in other disciplines who
already have a clear mandate to serve. Accordingly, I would greatly
appreciate it if you could respond by the end of February.

To recapitulate briefly, the purpose of an intérim;steering gommit?ee ils

to preside over whatever business of the organlzatlop may arise prior t?
the time at which we approve a congtituticn and consider a slate of nominees
for office. At present, virtually all matters have been in‘the hands of a
group centered in Chicago which has been charged with plann?ng for an
organizational meeting in conjunction with ?be Research_80c1ety for ‘
Vietorian Periodicals this fall. That meeting has now been set for Friday
and Saturday, November 18 ard 19, 1977. It seems de31r§ble, however, to
make longer-fange plans with a more broadly representative group of people;

hence the recent balloting.

T do not anticipate that the business confronting the interim gteering
committee will be heavy. There is, however, one maéor agenda item, and that
is the planning for a two-day conference in the spring of 19?%. As you

are aware, a recent poll of respondents indicates a subgtantlal preference
for a spring meeting. We do not want to wait until spring, 1979 for our
fipat full-fledged conference; this, however, means that we mus? mgke plans
for spring, 1978 in advance of the actual elgction of officers in November.
The steering committee will be agked to consider Whether that conference
should be Tocused on 2 specific topic, or whether it shoul@ be-open Fo
papers on any aspect of Victorian England, the one firm crlterlon'belng an
interdisciplinary approach., If the latter is the committee's choice, we can
probably get by without convening as a group, but I.doubt that we can gettle
the business of topics through the mail. The interim steering gommlttee
will also have to agree on a location for the spring, 1978 meeting.

At least three other items should be taken up by the committee, One is the
gquestion of dues, one is the question of nominating procedures, and one is
the approval of 2 draft of a constitution which we can then submit %o the

members in attendance in Chicago this coming November., I will have proposals



Page 2

to offer under all these heads as soon as the committee is constituted, but

of course I would hope that other agenda items and other approsches to these
questions would be forthcoming from the committee itself, The committee

may wish tc elect its own chairman. T myself will coordinate the Ccorrespon-
dence, make arrangements for any meeting the committee may decide is necessary,
and distribute any communicetions its individual members may have to the group
as a whole,

Needless to say, I hope very much that you can gerve, and I think I can promise
that attendance at no more than & single meeting, possibly in the late

spring or early summer, would be requested. Your advice would, of course,

be sought from time to time over the phone or by mail. T look forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Lawrence Poston

rk
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This letter goes to

Nicholas Temperley

School of Music

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
VIA SHUTTLE

Jerry D, Meyer
Department of Art
Mbrthern Illinois University
DeKalb, Illinois 60115

Martha Vicinus

Editor, Victorian Studies
338 Ballantine Hall

Indiana University :
Bloomington, Indiana 4740l

Joe D. Burchfield
Department of History
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, Illinois 60tL5



&-&'L

BAAY

Fady

2

BADHES




NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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VICTORIAN STUDIES

Inprana UNIVERSITY
BALLANTINE HALL 332

BLOOMINGTON, INDBIANA 47401

o0 February 197"!' ARTA CODE 412—-337-9533

Professor Lawrence Poston

Department of English

University of Illinois at Chicago Circle
Box 4348

Chicago, Illinois 60680

Dear Larry:

Thanks for your letter of 11 February, but I am afraid that I must decline
your invitation to serve on the interim steering commitiee. I will be a
vigiting professor at the University of California-Berkeley this coming
fall, and de not feel that T could serve on a midwest committee very easily.
1 obviously will nct be able to attend the November meeting, and so would
not be an appropriate person to serve on the committee. In case I am
neminated in November, I think it would be hetter to decline as I am
currently trying to free myself from a good many time-consuming commitments,
including what appears to be too many committees. However, I do look
forward to attending the conference in the spring of 1978.

I would 1ike to apologize for the length of time we have taken in reaching
a decision about your manuscript. We have had readings from two outside
readers which conflicet, with one reader arguing strongly for rejection and
the other for acceptance. The essay is currently in the hands of a third
reader, and I hope we will be able to reach a decisgion before the end of the
month.

Good luck in establishing the steering committee and preparing the spring
program. You might find getting in touch with the New England VS Association
useful, to compare notes on which of their conferences has been most
successful. I attended the conference on William Morris, and found it very
interesting, though a bit uneven in the quality of the papers and discussion.
I liked their theme of the family, and perhaps imperialism would be of
interest too, though it is a narrower literary topic.

With best wishes,

‘.-’_‘?.,”."_\ " ;\' i
Martha Vicinus
FEditor

MV:ehe




24 February 1977

Professor Martha Vicinus
Editor, Victorian §£udies
Ballantine Hail 338
Bloomington, Indiana 47401

Dear Martha:

Many thanks for your letter of February 22, I wish we could have you aboard at
MVSA, but your situation seems insoluble, aibeit pleasantly so from your point of
“view! I do hope that you have a good year at Berkeley, and that we can call on you
sometime in the future when you are less committed elsewhere,

Your account of the present status of my article is both reassuring and, 1 guess,
tension-engendering, all at once. 1 shail be most curious to see the comments,

positive and negative, whatever the end result,

Cordially,

Lawrence Poston




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE
COLLEGEOFLJBERALARTSANDSCENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

BOX 4348, cHicAGO, 1LLiNgss 60580

TELEPHONE: 996.3260

st
March L, 1977

Profegsor Josef L. Altholg
Clara Court ‘

130 Haverstock Hill
London, W.W. 3

England

Dear Professor Altholz:

To recapitulate briefly, the purpose of an interinm steering committee g
to preside over whatever business of the organization may arise prior to

: . : ' . : i iety for
tional meeting in conjunetion with ?he Research gocie '
3§§22;§:aneriodiCals this fall, That meeting has now been set fop Friday
end Saturday, November 18 ang 19, 1977, Tt seems desirable, however, to
neke longer-range plans with a more broadly representative group of people;
hence the recent balloting.

T do not apnticipate that the businegs confronting t@e interim gteering
committee will be heavy. There is, however, one ma.jor agenda ltem, and that
is the planning for a two-gay conference.in_the Spring of 19?8. As you
are aware, a recent poll of respondentg 1nd}cates‘a sub§tant1al preference
for a spring meeting. We do not want to wait until Spring, 1979 for our
first full-fledged conference; this, however, means that we mus? make plans
For spring, 1978 in advance of the actual elgctlon of officers in November,
The steering committee will be asked to congider wﬁether that conference
should be focused on a specific topic, or whether 1t.shou1§ he_open ?o
bapers on any aspect of Vietorian Englgnd, the.one flrg crlte?lon being an
interdisciplinary approach. The interim steering committee Will also have
to agree on a location for the spring, 1978 meeting,

At least three other itemg should be taken up by.the committee, One ig ?he
question of dues, one is the question of nom?natlng procedures, gn& one ig
the approval of & draft of g constitution.whlgh we can then.submlt to the
members in gthtendance in Chicago thig coming November, T Wlll have proposalg

(cont'qd)
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to offer under all these heads as soon as the committee is constituted, but
of course T would hope that other agenda items and other approaches to
these questions would be forthcoming from the committee itself. The com-
mittee may wish to elect its own chairman., T myself will coordinate the
correspondence, take care of any meeting arrangements, and distribute any
communications individuel members may have to the committee as a whole,

Needless to say, I hope very much that you can serve. It now seems likely
that we will need a meeting some time this spring, so I would be grateful
for a response within the next week or ten days. Tentatively, I would also
ask members to reserve the night of Thursday, November 17, in Chicago,

iust before the opening of the fall conference. Tf you are interested in
serving but anticipate difficulty in being present at either the first or
the second meeting, I would solicit your opinions by mail or telephone on
any matter of business that may be before us,

T ook forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Lawrence Pogton

rk



The attached letter to

Professor Joe D. Burchfield
Department of History
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb,. Illincis 60115

Professor Florence S. BXX Boos
Department of English ‘
University of Iowa _

Towa City, Towa. . 52242

.. Professor James:G. Nelson .
Department of English -
University of Wisconsin - Madison
Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Professor John R. Reed
Department of English-
Wayne State University
Detroit, Michigan:. . 48202

Professor Max Sutton
Department of English
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 06045

Professor josef L. Altholz
Clara Court

130 Haverstock Hill
London, N.W. 3
ENGLAND

Professor Walter L. Arnstein
Department of History

. v of IMlinoi _
University of Illinois at Urbanaj;Champalgn

Professor Emmet V., Larkin
Department of History

University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois 60637
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO CIRCLE
COLLEGE QF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

BOX 4348, CHICAGO, 1LLINOIS 60680

TELEPHONE: 996-3260

7 February 1977

To: _ Professors Armstein, Davis, Deering, Heyck, Kennedy, Krump, Price,
" Stedman, Stern (MVSA Program and Arrangements Committees)

Arbitrarily invoking a figure of five votes as a cut-off point, the following persons, by dis-
cipline, would appear to be the leading candidates for the Steering Committee:

From: Lawrence Poston

()EL Art Jerry D. Meyer, Northern Illinois University

English {)}%lorence S. Boos, University of Jowa
Dorothy Deering, Purdue University  t « 4{@ v 4T719
Howard W. Fulweiler, University of Missouri, Columbta tam)? )
G. W. Kennedy, University of Illinois at Chicago Circle ¥ ;\
Dale Kramer, University of Illinois at Urbana- ChampaLgnQ,vm )
Richard Lloyd-Jones, University of lowa U Ni:_@fi- Cﬂ«\ T
James F. Loucks, Valparaiso University \’EMLL S

- James G. Nelson, University of Wiscounsin- Madi'soan,ﬁa
Harold Orel, University of Kansas —

¢¥CJohn R. Reed, Wayne State University (\7_‘;‘&
Jane W. Stedman Roosevelt Uluversu:y Ziu@:,( s? g 0 SUdaviedg

vl

Walter F. Wright, University of Nebraskd-Tificoln (st LUELY

3 ’f» ﬁ;;osef L. Altholz, Un1vers1ty of anesota Co sl ¢ (p iw R v

William O Aydeiotte, University of lowa (o towal Heis depn o
Richard W. Davis, Washington University St e tgaﬁﬂiﬂ s Oy x}jt P
Bhaty ~T, W. Heyck, Noxthwestern University - ] uARL qemite sun

Emmet V. Larkin, University of Chicago oo gouncs ol -
“Ri.chard:Price, :Northera Tilinois University — e un fdswed™ )

’1!,@&/\ £, i

History
M.&C of Science Joe D. Burchfield, Northern Illinois University

|
i
|

Q((L Musicology Nicholas Temperley, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Vlctorlan
KA Studies Martha Vicinus, Indiana University

Martha Vicinus, with 32 votes, was the largest vote-getter; Burchfield, Temperley, and




Meyer are obvious candidates in terms of disciplinary coverage. My chief question has
to do with the allocation of representation in English and history, ranging from parity in
numbers to a straight proportional basis (in which case the committee would, I think
unwisely, reflect the present disciplinary imbalance on the entire list -- historians oc-
cupying a little under 20%, of the total).. My disposition is to keep the Steering Committee
at 18 members or wunder; if we get much larger than that, we negate the advantages of
having a relatively small interim body which can transact any business quickly. On this
basis it seems to me clear that at the very least we must have a run-off of the people in
English. [ might add that two or three persons who have been unusually eager to help
are not represented on the foregoing lists, and I would very much like to be able to call

on them somehow,

I would like you to consider this guestion, since at present you constitute the only formal
committees of the proposed organization, and get back to me with your thoughts on the
subject. I'd also like to ask Carol Stern if she could reserve a spot on the agenda of the
Pebruary 26 meeting at the Newberry; the Program Committee is planning a meeting at
10 a.m. on that date, and all persons to whom this memorandum is circulated are invited
to attend. To sum up: if we can persuade the four persons in neither history nor -

English to serve, this would leave, say, len or eleven seats (if you think 15 is about right}).

How should we handle the question of further allocation and voting 2

Further notes: of the 101 persons on the list, 81 received one or more votes. [i we dis-
count the single votes, some of them persons voting for themselves, the number is 63.
We may also wish to consider whether we should arbitrarily guaraniee, for example, a
“graduate student slot.” wendell Harris and James Woolf asked not to be considered.

If T don't get much of a feeling of consensus through the mail, then, I'd like to raise all
these questions on February 26.

P.S. As an English teacher, I feel compelled to apologize for the dangling participle on
which this memorandumn opens.



9 May 1977

Professor James E. Cronin
Depaxtment of History

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, Wiscoasin 33200

Dear Professor Cronim

At the request of the interim steering committee of the Midwest Victorian Studies
Asgsociation, [ am writing to lnquire whether you would be available to have your name
pilaced in nomination for one of the at-large weroberships on the projected Executive

INErs

Comimittee, the tevrm to expire in 1962,

As you know, one of the reasons for the meeting in Chicago with RSVP this coming No-
vember is to formalize our own structuze. According to the draft of the bylaws which
will be preseuvted for a vote at that time, the Executive Committee is to consist of a
President, a Vice-President who will succeed Hiti or her, an appointed Executive Sec-
retary, apd four members-at-large with staggerved terms, To initiate the organization,
however, we must present nominations for both President and Vice-President, and have
four candidates for at-large memberships, two terms to expire in 1980 and two in 1982,
Hapoily or unhappily, you seem to have drawn the longer term.

it is, of course, possible that those present and voting in Chicago this November will
approve some modification in the bylaws; it is equally possible that more uominations
will be made from the floor., All we are asking at the mwoment, therefore, ls permission
to place youyr name in nomination,

Since I hope to get out a mailing in the neay future, I would appreciate a reply at your
earliest convenieince, If you are unable to serve, 1 must make inquiries of the next

person on our list. Needless to say, I hope you will be able.

Yours sincerely,

{.awrence Poston



Poston / Notes - ii.

among the real artists of his time" (p, 391); [Coventry Patmore, | "The Modern English

Drama, " North British Review, 29 (1858), 134-135 (hereafter cited as NBR); [Aubrey de

Vere, | "Mr. Henry Taylor's Late Plays and Minor Poems, " NBR, 43 (1865), 417; and
J. H. Stirling’s ranking of Philip above anything by Browning in a review devoted to the
latter (NBR, 49 [1868], 387). Much earlier, however, another reviewer-hadpretérred

Paracelsus—to-Philip,-though. lukewarm on beth T vl anu (2] William Maginn, [




INDIANA UNIVERSITY - PURDUE UNIVERSITY
AT FORT WAYNE
2101 COLISEUM BOULEVARD EAST
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46805

Department of English and Linguistics

25 January 1977

Professor Lawrence Poston

University of Tllinois Chicago Circle
Department of English, Box 4348
Chicago, Illinois 60680

Dear Professor Poston:

I do not wish to be considered for The Steering Committee for the
proposed Midwestern Victorian Studies Association.

Yoursﬁﬁﬁncerely,/

o P

Jag;s'D. Woolf

JDW/ 1w
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